Introduction and geodynamic setting
] consist of multibeam bathymetry and back-scatter data, gravity, magnetics, 6-channel seismic, 3.5 kHz profiling, and two dredges.
Three EW segments of the Wharton fossil ridge have been identified from' the magnetic anomalies and the morphology of the basement deduced from bathymetric and seismic data. The magnetic anomalies show that the half spreading rate rapidly evolved from fast (about 6 cm/y at 50 Ma) to slow (about 2 cm/y at 40 Ma) values, before cessation of spreading which is estimated at 38 Ma [Hdbert, 1998 ]. 
